[Fatal Dieulafoy's type ulcer in a case of gastric AL-amyloidosis].
Dieulafoy's ulcer is a particular form of gastric ulcer confined to a persistent caliber artery and may lead to severe hemorrhage. We report a case of fatal gastric bleeding in a woman with benign biclonal gammapathy. Autopsy found a typical Dieulafoy's ulcer centered by a persistent caliber artery which wall was thickened by AL-amyloid deposits. Amyloidosis involved the gastric wall, but also middle caliber arteries of the liver, the lung, the pancreas, the kidney and the myocardium. AL-amyloidosis is a rare and late complication of monoclonal gammapathy and may be asymptomatic. Pathogenesis of Dieulafoy's ulcer remains unclear. In our case, local ischemia may have facilitated gastric ulceration, and amyloid deposits may have contributed to arterial rupture.